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that the improved organization and tactics of the monastic
party finally won the day.
A sensational development at this time in the West may
have appeared less important to the Byzantines than it does
to us. On Christmas Day, 800, Charlemagne was proclaimed
Emperor in the basilica of St. Peter at Rome. The constitu-
tional significance of the coronation has been variously
interpreted in modern days, and the views of contemporaries
were in many cases no less divergent. So far as Byzantium
was concerned, the situation in the West was hardly affected
by the new pronouncement. In theory Charles was no more
than an unusually troublesome pretender. Practically, the
decisive period had lain in the middle of the previous
century. Italian antagonism to Byzantine rule had been
sharpened by the Iconoclast controversy, but the Papacy
had continued to support the Exarchate as a check to the
Lombard overlordship of Italy. In 751 Pippin assumed the
crown of France, and in the same year Ravenna, the centre
of Byzantine defence, was captured by the Lombards. The
denouement was swift. In 754 Pippin, in answer to the
Pope's appeal, invaded north Italy. Lombardy became a
vassal state of the Franks, until in 774 it was finally con-
quered by Charlemagne. The Exarchate was delivered to
the Pope, and Byzantine rule, save in a few coastal districts>
in the southern extremity of the peninsula and in Sicily,
came to an end.
The position was not improved with the advent of the
Amorian dynasty (820-67), for Campania and Venice
remained largely independent of Constantinople, while
Sicily soon fell to the Arab invaders from North Africa. In
the East, Byzantine arms met with greater success. Asia
Minor was recovered after a dangerous insurrection under
Thomas the Slav (820-3), and his Arab supporters were
disappointed of their prize. A fixed frontier-line was
established from Armenia to northern Syria, and the rela-
tions between the Christian and Muslim Empires came to
resemble those which had formerly prevailed between Rome
and Persia. Similar tactics and armament were employed on
both sides; raids became periodical but produced no deci-
sion ; mutual understanding and respect were engendered—
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